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1230 J Street
Sacramento, Californi.. 95814

Office of the Secretary of State
March Fong Eu

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

January 15, 1982

TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENT
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit herewith a copy
of the Title and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed
Initiative Measure entitled:
Guns.
Initiative Statute.
Circulating and Filing Schedule
1. Minimum number of signatures required ••.•••••••••••••••••• 346,119
Cal. Const., Art. II, Sec. 8(b).
2. Official Summary Date ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Friday, 1/15/82
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.
3. Petition Sections:
a. First day Proponent can circulate Sections for signatures •• Friday, 1/15/82
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.
b. Last day Proponent can circulate and file with the county.
All Sections are to be filed at the same time within each
county. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monday, 6/14/82+
Elec. C., Secs. 3513, 3520(a).
c. Last day for county to determine total number of signatures
affixed to petition and to transmit total to the Secretary of
State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monday, 6/21/82
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 6/14/82,
the county has five working days from the filing of the petition to determine
the total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit the
total to the Secretary of State.) Elec. C., Sec. 3520(b).
+

PLEASE NOTE: To the Proponent who may wish to qualify for the 1982
General Election. The law allows up to 56 days to county election officials
for checking and reporting petition signatures. The law also requires that
this process be completed 131 days before the election in which the people
will vote on the initiative. It is possible that the county may not need
the whole 56 days. But if you want to be sure that this initiative qualifies
for the 1982 General Election, you should file this petition with the county
by April 29, 1982.
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d. Last day for county to determine total number of
qualified electors who signed the petition, and
to transmit certificate with a blank copy of the
petition to the Secretary of State ••.•••••.•••••• Tuesday, 7/6/82
(If the Secretary of State notifies the counties to

determine the number of qualified electors who
signed the petition on a date prior to 6/21/82, the
last day is not later than the fifteenth day after
the notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e).
e. If the signature count is between 311,507 and
380,731 then the Secretary of State notifies the
counties using the random sampling technique to
determine the validity of all signatures.
Last day for county to determine actual number of
all qualified electors who signed the petition, and
to transmit certificate with a blank copy of the
petition to the Secretary of State •••••••••••.••• Thursday, 8/5/82
(If the Secretary of State notifies the counties to

determine the number of qualified electors who
have signed the petition on a date prior to 7/6/82,
the last day is not later than the thirtieth day after
the notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3521 (b), (d.
4. Campaign Statements:
Last day for the Proponent to file a Campaign
Statement of Receipts and Expenditures for period
ending 7/12/82 ••••••..•.•••••••••••••••.•••• Monday, 7/19/82
(If the Secretary of State finds that the measure has

either qualified or failed to qualify on a date earlier
than 6/14/82, the last date to file is the 35th calendar
day after the deadline for filing petitions or the date of
notification by the Secretary of State that the measure
has either qualified or failed to qualify, whichever is
earlier. The closing date for the campaign statement
is seven days prior to the filing deadline.)
Gov. C., Secs. 84200(d), 84202(j).
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5. The Proponent(s) of the above named measure are:
John R. Phillips
Victor H. Palmieri
Center for Law in the Public Interest
10951 West Pico Boulevard, 3rd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90064
(213) 470-3000

Sincerely,
WILLIAM N. DURLEY
Assistant to the Secretary of State
Elections and Political Reform

~J~(
EDW ARD G. ARNOLD JR.
Elections Assistant

"\'

~

NOTE TO PROPONENT: Your attention is directed to Elections Code Sections
41, 44, 3501, 3507,3508, 3516,3517, and 3519 for appropriate format and
type considerations in printing, typing, and otherwise preparing your initiative
petition for circulation and signatures. Your attention is further directed
to the campaign disclosure requirements of the Political Reform Act of 1974,
Government Code Section 81000 et seq.
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In the office of the Secreklry of State
of the Ski.. of Colifornia

J!~Nl S 1982

Honorable March Fong Eu
Secretary of State
1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814
RE:

MARCH FONG EU. Secretary of

By

Initiative Proposing Amendment to:
Subject: Guns
Our File No.: SA81RF0034

ta

~

Statutes

Dear Mrs. Eu:
Pursuant to the provIsIons of section 3503 and 3513 of
the Elections Code, you are hereby notified that on this day
we mailed to the proponent(s) of the above identified proposed initiative our title and summary by sending a true
copy of this letter.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the
proponent(s), a declaration of mailing thereof, a copy of
our title and summary, and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the
name(s) and addressees) of the proponent(s) is as stated on
the declaration of mailing.
Very truly yours,
George Deukmejian
Attorney General
/

...

-,~~~~

Robert Burton
Deputy Attorney General

Enclosure

Date: January 15, 1982
File No.: SA 81RF0034

The Attorney General of California has prepared the
following title and summary of the chief purpose and points
of the proposed measure:
GUNS. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Adds and amends statutes
concerning ownership, registration, and sale of. guns.
Requires that all concealable firearms be registered by
November 2, 1983. Makes registration information
confidential. Specifies procedures concerning sale and
transfer of registered guns by dealers and private parties.
Restricts Legislature's authority to enact laws: (11
prohibiting ownership of registered guns, (2) banning
ownership or sale or requiring registration of shotguns
and long rifles. Limits number of concealable firearms
to number in circulation in California on April 30, 1983.
Specifies violation penalties. Provides specified civil
damage liability upon unlawful transfer of concealable
firearms. Contains other provisions. Fiscal impact on
state and. local governments: The Legislative Analyst and
Director of Finance advise that the adoption of this
measure would have an undeterminable impact on state and
local finances. They estimate that there would be
undeterminable net changes in state and local administrative
costs because (a) new administrative responsibilities would
be financed by fees charged to affected handgun owners,
(b) there would be substantial annual state savings from
the discontinuance of the Attorney General's gun sale
registration system but (c) there could be potential
undeterminable increased costs for the Attorney General
to perform activities required by the initiative; that the
limit on the number of handguns, and the restrictions on
sales by governmental entities, would reduce state and
local revenues by an unknown amount; and that there could
be other undeterminable costs or savings.

,:,~lt3
./

.,\

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO "ENACT AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1:
(1)

preamble.
The people of the state of California

recognize that criminals who use concealable handguns to commit.
crimes pose a serious threat to public safety.
handguns constitute only 20% of the number of

While concealable
firearms~

they

account for some 90% of all incidents of firearms violencec
(2)

The people of the state of California
a~ailable

recognize that the number of concealable handguns

to

criminal elements is increasing rapidly, that criminals are easily
able to evade present laws which regulate the sale of handguns,
and that these present laws only serve to puni.sh those who commit
gun crimes, not prevent them.

The people of the state of

California see a direct correlation between the number of
concealable handguns in circulation and the number of violent
deaths and injuries inflicted on innocent persons
(3)

o

The people of the state of California

recognize that their primary protection against the commission of
crime rests in effective police, prosecutors and judges.
Nonetheless, the people of the state of California also recognize
that an informed and active citizenry has an important role in
-1-

crime

preven~ion

and protection.

In restricting the use of

concealable handguns by criminals, the people of the state of
California do not int-end to disarm law-abiding ci tizens nor to
restrict their legitimate rise of firearms when used in
self-defense to protect their homes, businesses and families.
Neither do the people intend to eliminate the right of law-abiding
citizens to buy, sell or own
(4)

firearms~

Currently, there is an -ample supply of

firearms in circulation in California -- nearly one for every man,
woman and child -- to meet the recognized needs of selfprotection.

Nonetheless, at the present rate of

growt~,

the

number of concealable handguns in California could double in less
than eight years.

The people of the state of California are

particularly concerned that this alarming proliferation will only
benefit criminal elements to whom cheap, easily

con~ealable

and

readily available handguns are particularly appealing.
(5)

The people of the state of California

understand the fears of many voter.s that gun control laws, while
beginning with registr.ation, some day will end with confiscation.
By enacting this initiative, the people of the state of California
can for the first time guarantee that this fear cannot come trueo
The people of the state of California here forbid their elected
representatives in the Legislature from ever passing any laws to
take registered handguns away from law-abiding citizens. The
people do not

int~nd

that this initiative will be

toward any confiscatory gun control legislation.

-2-

~

first step

.l

(6)

The people of the state of California

recognize that most firearms are long rifles and shotguns, which
have many lawful uses in such recreational sports as hunting, and
:;:

in self-protection as well." By enacting this initiative, lawabiding people are guaranteed the right to own

and~purchase

long

rifles and shotguns without limitation. Through this initiative,
the people attempt only to put reasclnable regulations on
concealable handguns and to prevent their use in the commission of
crimes.
(7)

The people of the state of California recognize

that the cost of handgun violence, including hospital

~are,

welfare, unemployment, and other expenses, totals hundreds of
millions of dollars annually.

Through this initiative, the people

intend to stem these senseless and ever-increasing expenditures,
which place an unnecessary burden on the taxpayer.

NOw, therefore, the people of the state of California do
hereby adopt this initiative as law, which contains the following
elements:

1.

All handguns are required to be registered with the

Attorney General by November 2, 1983, one year after this
initiative becomes law, and authority is removed from the
Legislature to enact laws that would ban the ownership of these
registered handguns.

-3--

2 .. The number of handguns is limited to those in
circulation in California as of April 30, 1983.
citizens can still purchase

~andguns

Law-abiding

after that date but only from

the existing supply of reg{stered handguns.

Exceptions are

provided for law enforcement and other carefully s~lected
categories, and provision is also made for replacement of old
handguns with new ones.

3.

The Legislature will be prohibited from enacting any

additional regulations beyond those -existing on November 2, 1982
restricting the ownership of long rifles and shotguns by lawabiding citizens.

4.

Mandatory jail sentences will be required for people

who carry unregistered concealed handguns in publi~ or who engage
in black market profiteering from the sale of illegal handguns.

SECTION

2~

Section 12001.1 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12001.l(a)

As used in this Chapter, the term

"concealable firearm" means any pistol, revolver or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person as defined in Section
12001~

-4-

"

(b)

As used in this Chapter, the term "shotgun or

long rifle" means any

~hotgun

or rifle as defined in Title 18 of

the United States Code, Section 921 (a) (5) ,

.

(c)

(7) •

As used in this Chapter, the

"licensed dealer," and "licensed gun dealer"
licensed pursuant to Section 12071.

(d)

m~an

t~rms

"dealer,"

any person

~

As used in this Chapter, the term "licensed

manufacturer" means any firearms manufacturer licensed pursuant to
Title 18 of the United States Code, Section

SECTION 3.

923~

Section 12001.2 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12001.2. (a) Under no circumstances shall the legislature
pass any law in.addition to those existing on November 2, 1982
which would ban ownership or sale or require the registration of
shotguns or long rifles, except with respect to persons with a
criminal conviction or history of mental instability.
(b)

Under no circumstances shall the legislature pass

any law prohibiting the ownership of concealable firearms lawfully
registered in

acco~dance

with this Chapter except with respect to

persons with a criminal conviction or history of mental
instability.

-5-

SECTION 4.

Section 12026 of the Penal Code is amended

to read:

12026.

Section J:2025 shall not be construed to

pro~~bit

any citizen of the United States over the age of 18 years who
resi.des or is temporarily within this State, and who is not within
the excepted classes prescribed by Section 12021, from owning,
possessing~

or keeping within his place of 'residence or place of

business any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being
concealed upon the person, end ne

SECTION 5.

pefm~~ e~ %~eense ~e ptt~ehe6e,

Section 12028 of the Penal Code is amended

to read:

12028.

Cal

The unlawful concealed carrying upon the

.

person or within the vehicle of the carrier of any of the weapons
mentioned in Section 653k, 12020, or 12025 is a nuisance.
(b)

A firearm of any nature used in the commission of

any misdemeanor as provided in this code or any felony, or an
attempt to commit any misdemeanor as provided in this code or any
felony, is, upon a conviction of the defendant, a nuisance.
(c)

Any weapon described in subdivision (a), or, upon

conviction of defendant, any weapon described in subdivision (b),
shall be surrendered to the sheriff of a county or the chief of
. -6-

police or

ot~er

head of a municipal police department of any city

or city and county.

reeoro,

e~

Of the

~he eff~ee~s

to WhOffi the

d~st~~e~ 'atto~fiey

feten~~on ~he~eof ~s

neeess6fY

wea~e"s

Of the eeunty,

O~ ~~oper

are

tha~

the

to the enos Of jtlstiee,

may anntla:i:i:y, between the i:st and i:6eh days Of atti:y, i:n eaeh year";
effer the weapons, ",hien the of£ieers i:n eharge Of them eonsider
to have va±tle with respeet te spefting, reereatienai:, or
eo::eetien pttrpeses, €Of s8i:e

a~

pubiie 6ttetion to persons

i:ieensed tinder €edera± i:aw to engage in bttsiness invoi:ving any
weapon

pt::trehased~

If any weapon has been stolen and i? thereafter

recovered from the thief or his transferee, or is used in such a
manner as to constitute a nuisance pursuant to subdivision (a) or
(b) without the prior knowledge of its lawful owner that it would
be so used, it shai:± net be se ef£efeo for sai:e bue' shall be
restored to the lawful owner, as soon as its use as evidence has
been served, upon his identification of the weapon and proof of
ownership and compliance with Seqj:.ion 12062.
idt

if, ttnder this seetien, a weapon is nee Of the type

that ean be soi:d to the ptlbi:ie, generai:±Y7 Of i:s net soi:d ptlrsuant
to stlbdivisien iet the weapon Any other weapon that is a nuisance
pursuant to this Section shall, in the month of July, next
succeeding, be destroyed so that it can no longer be used as such
a weapon or disposed of as provided for in Section 12030.
iet

ill This section shall not apply to any firearm in

the possession of the Department of Fish and Game or which was

-7-

used in the violation of any provision of law, or regulation
thereunder, in the Fish and Game Code.

."

g~~eft ~e ~~s

~e57

ewaer,

aseefea~fted~

reaseftabiy

en

~6wfHi

§ ±T i97± en

SECTION 6.

~£

h~s *Befte~ey

6ftB 6BBreSS ean be

ti953 eh 36 § ±7 i963

±ZT~.§

z,

~9a6

en 556

~

en

l.t

i677 § 27 i976

zz ee± atir 3d

Section 12028.5 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12028.5.

Any concealable firearm possessed in violation

of Section 12061 is a nuisance.

Any such firearm shall be

surrendered to the sheriff of a county or the chief of police or
other head of a municipal police department of any city or city
and county.

If such firearm was stolen, reasonable notice of its

recovery shall be given to its lawful owner and it shall be
restored to such owner as soon as its use as evidence has been
served and upon his proof of ownership and compliance with Section
12062.

Otherwise, except upon the certificate of a judge of a

court of record, or of the district attorney of the county, that
the retention thereof is necessary or proper to the ends of
justice, such firearm shall be destroyed in the manner described
in Section 12028.

-8-

SECTION 7.

Section 12031.5 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12031.5.

(a)

Ncitwithstanding any othe~ provision of

law, any violation of either'Section 12025 or 1203i, concurrent
with a violation of Section 12061, is a felony and is punishable
by imprisonment in the state

prison~

Except as provided in subdivision (b), but
notwithstanding any other provision of' law, if any person
convic~ed

of a violation of either Section 12025 or Section 12031,

concurrent with a violation of Section 12061, is grarited prob~tion
or the execution or imposition of sentence is suspended,'it shall
be a condition thereof that he or she be imprisoned for at least
six months.
(b)

The provision of subdivision (a) shci"ll appl.y except

in extraordinary cases where incarceration would result in a
manifest injustice.

The mere fact that an individual has no prior

criminal record or has not attempted to use the unregistered
firearm shall not alone be sufficient to invoke the operation of
this subdivision.

If the court determines that the exception

created by this subdivision is applicable, it shall make written
findings specifying precisely the facts and circumstances which
warrant such exception.

Any such determination shall be

appealable to the Court of Appeal for the district where the trial
was held.
(c)

This Section does not prohibit the adjournment of

criminal proceedings pursuant to Division 3 (commencing with
-9-

section 3000) or Division 6 (commencing with Section 6000) of the
Welfare and Institutions Code.

SECTION 8.

Section 12032 of .the Penal Code is amended

to read:

12032.

Notwithstanding any provision of law or any

local ordinance to the contrary, when any firearm is in the
possession of any officer of the state, or of a county, city and
county or city, and such firearm is an exhibit filed

i~

any

criminal action or proceeding which is no longer needed or is
unclaimed or abandoned property, which has been in the possession
of the officer for at least 180 days, the firearm shall be
des~reyed7

se~d e~

disposed of as provided for in Seeti6~ S~ctions 12028

or 12030.
This section shall not apply to any fi~~rm in the
possession of the Department of Fish and Game or which was used in
the violation of any provision of law, or regulation
in the Fish and Game Code.

0969 ch 789

§

thereunder~

1; 1970 ch 1057

§

2~

1971 ch 1271 § 3.]

SECTION 9.

Section 12034.5 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

-10-

12034.5.

It is a felony for a driver of any motor

vehicle or the owner
such owner is

ot any motor vehicle, irrespective of whether

occ~pying

such. vehicle, knowingly to permit any

other person to carry into ·or bring into the vehicle an
unregistered firearm in violation of Section 12061"and in
violation of Section 12031 or knowingly to permit such other
person· to discharge any firearm

fro~

such vehicle in violation of

any provision of this code •.

SECTION 10.

Article 4 of Chapter 1 of Title. 2 of Part

Four of the Penal Code is amended to commence with Section 12060,
which is added to the Penal Code to read:

12060.

(a)

On or before November 2, 1981, the owner of

any concealable firearm not exempted by Section l206l(b) shall
register such firearm with the Department of Justice in Sacramento
by submitting a completed registration form together with a check
or money order in the amount of the registration fee established
by the Department under Section 12063.
(b)

On or before January 15, 1983, or as soon

thereafter as is practicable, the Department of Justice shall
issue a concealable firearm registration form, the content of
WhlCh the Department shall prescribe by regulation.

The form

shall be prepared by the State Printer, and shall be·furnished by
the State Printer to any municipal police department or sheriff's
office, or any licensed dealer so requesting, and shall be made
-11-

available to. the public free of charge.

A brief summary of the

provisions of this Chapter shall be printed on the face of each
form, and it shall require at a minimum the following information
with respect to each

conce~lable

registered:

firearm required to be
.-

(i)

Description of firearm;

(i i)

Maker of firearm;

(iii)

Number of firearm;

(iv)

Caliber of firearm;

(v)

Legal name of owner;

(vi)

Permanent residence of owneri.

(vi i)

Date of birth of owner;

(viii)

Height, weight, and hair and eye
color of owner;

(ix)

Signature of owner;

(x)

Date the firearm was purchased.

(xi)

Any additional information to verify the
firearm or the applicant's identity.

(c)

Upon receipt of the completed registration form and

the registration fee, and if the applicant is not prohibi.ted by
Section 12021 or by Sections 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code from possessing a concealable

firea~m,

the

Department of Justice shall issue and mail to the firearm owner a .
handgun registration card.

Such card shall be in a form

prescribed by the Department of Justice and shall contain an
identification number g the holder's name, address, birth date,
height, weight,.hair-and eye color, a place for his or her
- -12-

signature,

a~d

a description of the firearm, including its maker,

number, and caliber, and shall be captioned "Handgun Registration
Card."

In the event a person loses his or her handgun

registration card, the Department shall be authorized to issue a
duplicate card.
(d)

Any person who knowingly provides false information

in the registration form, or in conriection with any of the other
provisions of this Chapter,-is guilty of a-misdemeanor.
(e)

Subdivision (a) shall not apply to any domestic

government or governmental agency that is authorized to possess
concealable firearms.
(f)

No handgun registration card shall be issued

pursuant to this Section, Sections 12072.5 or 12080 or otherwise
for any concealable firearm which was not registered pursuant to
this Section on or before November 2, 1983, exceptirig firearms
issued pursuant to Section 12072.8.

SECTION 11.

Section 12060.2 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12060.2.

(a) No licensed gun dealer in the State of

California shall be eligible to register, other than in his
capacity as a private individual, any concealable firearms in his
possession.

Any concealable firearms in his possession after

April 30, 1983 shall be considered part of the inventory described

-13-

in Section l406l(a), from which sales may be made only to persons
described by Sections l206l(b), 12064 and 12072.8(c).
(b) From November 3, 1982 until April 30, 1983 no
licensed gun dealer shall sell a number of concealable firearms
greater than 10% in excess of his sales for the coiresponding
period of 1981-1982.
(c) No individual may register pursuant to Section 12060
of this Chapter more than one concealable firearm which was
purchased between January 1, 1982 and April 30, 1983.

Any

individual who wishes to register in excess of.five concealable
firearms shall submit sufficient documentation to the

pepar~ment

of Justice demonstrating that no more than one of such firearms
was purchased between January 1, 1982 and April 30, 1983.
(d) Any individual possessing concealable firearms in
excess of the number eligible for registration

und~~

subdivision

(c) shall not be deemed in violation of Section l206l(a) until
thirty days after notification by the Department of Justice.

Such

individual shall dispose of such ineligible firearms in any manner
not inconsistent with this Chapter.
(e)

Violation of the provisions of this Section is a

misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred
dollars ($500) per weapon illegally sold or registered.

SECTION 12.

Section 12060.3 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

-14-

12060.3

The Department of Justice shall make every

effort consistent with responsible fiscal policy to process all
initial

forms by January I, 1984.

registrat~on

SECTION 13.

Section 12060.5 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12060.5.

(a)

Information contained in the

registration form and any transfer applications provided for by
this Chapter is confidential and to be used for law ent:orcement
purposes only.

Transfer or use of information gathered pursuant

to this Article, for other than law enforcement purposes or except
by court order, is prohibited.
(b)

Except by court order, it is a misdemeanor for the

Department of Justice, any government agency, any gun dealer or
any of their agents or employees, or former agents or employees,
to disclose or make known any information gathered pursuant to
this Article for other than law enforcement purposes.
(c)

It is not a violation of this Section to

disseminate statistical or research information obtained from a
registration form or transfer application, provided that the
identity of the individual named in the form is not revealed.
(d)

The forms prepared by the Department of Justice for

the purpose of implementing this Article shall reprint on the back
the text of subdivisions (a) through (c) of this Section.
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SECTION 14.

Section 12060.7 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12060.7.

After April 30, 1983 no person, other than.

those described by Section 12061(b), shall buy, se11 or otherwise
transfer any concealable firearm not previously registered.
Violation of this.Section .is a misdemeanor.

SECTION 15.

Section 12061 is added to the Penal Code to

12061.

After November 2, 1983, no person shall

read:

(a)

own, possess or have under his control any concealable firearm
unless such person is not otherwise disqualified by this Chapter
from owning a concealable firearm, and (1) is the holder of a
valid handgun registration card issued in his own name for such
firearm or has applied for such a card for such firearm by filing
a registration form pursuant to Section 12060 or 12080 and such
application is still pending; or (2) is a member of the same
household as the person entitled to possession under (1) above; or
(3) is an employee of the person entitled to possession under (1)

above, while acting within the course and scope of employment, at
the place of business, and with the express permission of such
person; or (4) such firearm has been imported by a licensed dealer
or a person described by subdivision (b) and is in transit, or is
in transit ,for ,a period less than forty-eight hours to a
-16-

_

destination outside the state of California with such firearm or
firearms unloaded, unless the necessity for remaining in excess of
forty-eight hours was created by events beyond the person's
control; or (5) is using the concealable firearm at a target
shooting range for periods of less than

twe~ve

hours, and the

proprietor of the target shooting range has properly obtained a
permit for such firearm pursuant to:Section 12064; provided that
licensed gun dealers may maintain an inventory of unregistered
concealable firearms solely for the purposes of making sales to
persons pursuant to Sections 1206l(b), 12064 and 12072.a{c).
(b)

Subdivision (a) shall not apply to (1)

~ersons

described by Section 12031, subdivisions (b), (c) and '(d).,
excluding those persons described by paragraphs (b) (3) and (b) (4)
of that Section; (2) a firearm owned by or under the control of a
person who has received a permit covering such fire'arm pursuant to
Section 12064; (3) a firearm in the possession of a licensed
manufacturer; (4) a firearm which is an antique or curio or relic
as defined in Section 12020; or (5) a firearm in the possession of
an employee of any domestic government who is authorized to
possess such firearm.
(c)

Any person possessing an unregistered firearm after

November 2, 1983, may turn such firearm over to the Department of
Justice or local law enforcement authorities without any penalty
under this Section.

Any such person who informs local law

enforcement authorities of his intention to surrender a firearm
shall not be liable under this Chapter for transporting such
firearm in order to effect surrender.
-17-

(d)

Violation of this section is a misdemeanor

punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) per
firearm.

Violation of this Section by an individual previously

convicted of any felony or

~f

any crime punishable by this Chapter

is guilty of a felony.

SECTION 16.

Section 12061.5 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12061.5(a)

No concealable firearm may be br?ught into

the state of California from outside the state after November 2,
1982, unless such firearm was previously registered pursuant to
Section 12060, or was imported by a person described by Section
12061(b) or a licensed dealer.
(b)

After November 2, 1982, no person shall order by

mail any concealable firearm.
(c)

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 12061

and 12061.5(a}, any person who has not been a California resident
since November 2, 1983, and subsequently enters the state with
intent to establish residence, shall be allowed forty-five days
after entry into the state in which to dispose of a concealable
firearm in his possession.

The burden shall be on the defendant

to prove his nonresidence prior to the forty-five day period.
(d)

As soon after November 2, 1982 as is practicable,

the Department of Motor Vehicles shall include on every
application ,form for a California Driver's License or California
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Identification Card a statement informing the applicant that after
November 2, 1982, prevlously unregistered handguns may not be
brought into the state.
(e)

Violation of this Section is a misdemeanor.

SECTION 17.

section 12062 is added to the Penal Code to

12062.

All persons, -including licensed dealers,

read:

(a)

shall notify the Department of Justice in writing of:
(1)

the loss, theft or destruction of any

concealable firearm in such person's possession or control
immediately upon discovery of such loss, theft or destruction;
(2)

the loss, theft or destruction

~f

any handgun

registration card issued for a firearm in such person's possession
or control immediately upon discovery of such loss, theft or
destruction.
(b)

Violation of this Section is punishable by a fine

not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500).
(c)

A summary of the requirements of this Section shall

be printed on every handgun registration card.

SECTION 18.

Section 12063 is added to the Penal Code to

read:
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12063.

The Department of Justice shall charge a user

fee sufficient to cover the costs of processing any registration
form, transfer application, or application for a permit described
in Sections 12060, 12064, 12072.5, 12072.6, or 12072.8, not to
exceed ten dollars ($10) per concealable firearm transaction,
provided that a fee in excess of that amount shall be charged if
the Department of General.Services certifies that such fee
approximates the actual costs of processing such application.
Such costs shall include the cost of printing forms and cards, and
the cost of printing the pamphlet described in. Section 12072.5(c),
which sums shall be forwarded to the State Printer

pe~iodically.

To the extent feasible, all costs shall be apportioned to the type
of transaction to which they are most closely related.

The cost

of promulgating regulations pursuant to the provisions of this
initiative, the costs of informing the public of the provisions of
this Chapter pursuant to Section 12082, and the cost of providing
dealers with the list of exempt individuals as required by Section
12072.5(e), shall be reflected in the fee charged to persons
applying for an original registration pursuant to Section 12060.

SECTION 19.

Section 12064 is added to the Penal Code to

read:

12064.

The Department of Justice shall accept

applications for and may grant permits to purchase and possess
concealabl~firearms

not registered on or before November 2, 1983,
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to any person operating a target shooting range or engaged in
motion picture, stage
firearm owned by

~

or television program production.

Any such

person op?rating a target shooting range shall

be kept at the range and removed therefrom only for as long as is
.

reasonably necessary for use in a recognized sporting event.

Any

such firearm owned by a person engaged in motion picture, stage or
television program production shall be used solely as a prop for
such production.

The Department shall issue regulations

prescribing criteria for qualifying for such a permit and
governing the use of concealable firearms owned by the person who
possesses such a permit.

Any violation of any of the provisions

of this Section is a misdemeanor.

SECTION 20.

Section 12071(3) of the Penal Code is

SECTION 21.

Section 12072 of the Penal Code is amended

(a)

Except as provided by Sections 12072.6 and

deleted.

to read:

12072.

12080, after November 2, 1982 no person, other than

~

licensed

dealer, shall sell, deliver or otherwise transfer any concealable
firearm to any person other than a licensed dealer, and no person
other than a licensed dealer shall purchase, receive or otherwise
obtain any such firearm from any person other than a licensed
-21-

dealer at the business location designated in the dealerrs
license.

Violation of· this subdivision is a misdemeanor.
(b)

No.person shall sell, deliver or otherwise transfer

any concealable

fi~earm

to

~ny

person whom he knows to be within

any of the classes prohibited by Section 12021 or by Sections 8100
or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code from owning or
possessing such firearms,

~or

to any person he knows intends to

commit a crime with such firearm, nor toariy minor under the age
of 21 years.
(c)

Violation of this subdivision is a felony.
Nothing in subdivision (a) shall prohibit the

transfer of a concealable firearm to a person

permitte~

to possess

the firearm under Section 12061(b).

SECTION 22.

Section 12072.5 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12072.5

(a)

After April 30, 1983, except as provided

in Section 12072.6 and Section 12080, no person, other than a
licensed dealer, shall purchase, receive or otherwise obtain any
concealable firearm and no dealer shall sell, deliver or transfer
such a concealable firearm to any person unless:
(I)

the transferee appears before a licensed

dealer, fills out a transfer application, which shall be in
quadruplicate, each copy differing in color, and shall be similar
to the registration form described by Section 12060 and prepared
by the State Printer;
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(2)

the dealer provides copies of the transfer

application to the Department of Justice and the relevant law
enforcement authorities as required by subdivision (b) of this

.

Section; and
(3)

the Department finds that the transferee is

not disabled from possessing a concealable firearm under Section
12021 of this Chapter or Sections 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code,

and the. dealer thereafter receives a handgun

registration card in the name of the transferee as required by
subdivision (c) of this Section.
(b)

Immediately after the transferee has filled out the

transfer application, the dealer shall place in the mail,. postage
prepaid, and properly addressed to the Department of .Justice at
Sacramento, the original sheet and one copy of the application,
together with the existing handgun registration caid, and a check
or money order in the amount of the transfer fee established under
Section 12063.

The second copy of the application shall be

mailed, postage prepaid, to the Chief of Police, or other head of
the police department of the city or county where the sale is
made.

When the sale is made in a district where there is no

municipal police department, the second copy of the application
shall be mailed to the sheriff of the county where the sale is
made.

The dealer shall maintain the third copy for his own files.
If, on receipt of its copies of the

application, it

appears to the Department that the purchaser resides in a district
other than that to which a copy of the application is required to
be mailed, the Department shall transmit one of its copies to the
-23-

head of the

~unicipal

police department, if any, in the district

in which the purchaser resides or, if none, to the sheriff of the
county in which
(c)

h~

resides.

Wi thin f ifte"en days from the date the

t.ransfere~

filled out the transfer application, the De'partment shall
determine whether the purchaser is a person described in Section
12021 of this Code or Sections alOOor 8103 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code.

If the.purchaser is qualified to possess the

firearm, the Department shall issue and mail to the dealer a
handgun registration card as described in Section 12060 for the
new owner of the firearm.

In addition, the Department, shall mail

to the dealer, for subsequent transfer to the purchaser, a
pamphlet which describes the penalties imposed by this Chapter and
information regarding the proper care, safe handling and storage
of concealable firearms.
(d)

The dealer may transfer the firearm to the

transferee only after the dealer receives the handgun registration
card from the Department, shall require clear evidence of the
purchaser's identity, and in no event shall transfer the firearm
until at least 15 days have passed since the transferee filled out
the transfer application.

At the time of transfer, the dealer

shall provide to the transferee the new handgun registration card
and the pamphlet described in subdivision (c), and shall deliver
the firearm securely wrapped and unloaded.
(e)

This Section shall not apply to the sale or

transfer by a 'dealer of any concealable firearm to a person
described in,subdivision (b) of Section 12061 or which is an
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antique or curio or relic as defined in Section 12020, provided
that on the day the sale is made, the dealer shall forward by
prepaid mail to the Department of Justice a report of such sale
and the type of information concerning the buyer and the firea_;m
sold as is provided for in the transfer
subdivision (a).

applicatio~

described

in

In no case shall a dealer sell any concealable

firearm to an individual purporting to be within the class
described by Section 12061(b) except upon confirmation of the
identity of such individual as a member of such class.

The

Department of Justice shall furnish -every licensed gun dealer with
a list of categories of such exempt persons, and a

des~ription-

the type of documentation which will be required in

orde~

of

to

establish a purchaser's exempt status.
(f)

No dealer shall purchase, receive or otherwise

obtain any concealable firearm from any person who

~oes

not

possess a handgun registration card for such firearm, excepting
those persons or firearms described in Section l206l(b).
(g)

Any transferee furnishing a fictitious name or

address or knowingly furnishing any other incorrect information,
and any other person violating any of the pr.ovisions of this
Section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(h)

The license of a dealer who violates any of the

provisions of this Article shall be subject to forfeiture.
(i)

Any person who unlawfully transfers a concealable

firearm in violation of Section l2072.5(a), Section 12072.6

or

Section 12072 shall, so long as such firearm remains unlawfully
possessed, be jointly and severally liable with any person who
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negligently Qr wrongfully discharges such firearm for any death or
personal injury proximately resulting from such discharge,
provided that such transferor shall be liable only if he possessed
actual knowledge of the facts making such transfer illegal, or.. was
negligent in failing to ascertain such facts.

.

The liability

imposed by this Section is 1n addition to any liability now
imposed by law, or implied under any other provision of this
Chapter.

However, no person sha11 incur liability under this

subdivision in an amount exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars
(~25,OOO)

for death or injury of anyone person.
(j)

Any claim pursuant to subdivision (i) shall be

filed within five years of the illegal transfer creating the
liability sued upon.
(k)

Any liability incurred under subdivision (i) shall

.

be deemed the result of a Hwillful" act for purposes of Section
533 of the Insurance Code, and is therefore uninsurable.

SECTION 23.

Section 12072.6 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12072.6.

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section

l2072(a), any person who wishes to obtain a legally registered
concealable firearm from an individual who is not a licensed gun
dealer may do so by filling out a non-dealer transfer application,
prepared and supplied by the State Printer, at any municipal
police. department or county sheriff's office.
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The application

shall be

sub~tantially

similar to the transfer application

described in Section 12072.S(a) (1),

and shall be processed in the

manner prescribed:by Section12072.S, including the IS-day waiting
period.

The transferor's handgun registration card shall be

mailed by the police department or sheriff's office to the
Department of Justice together with the application and the fee
established under Section 12063.
(b) No transfer pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be
effectuated until the police department or sheriff's office where
the non-dealer transfer application ·was processed receives the new
handgun registration card from the Department of Justipe, and in
turn provides such card to the

transferee~

(c) The police department or sheriff's office where the
non-dealer transfer application was processed shall provide the
transferor with a temporary handgun registration ca·rd containing
the same information as the original card, except that it shall be
a different color and shall bear an expiration date of 30 days
after the .original card was surrendered.

In the event that the

Department of Justice has failed to process the transfer
application at the end of this 30-day period, the temporury
handgun registration card shall be valid until a permanent one is
issued by the Department of Justice.
(d) The police department or sheriff's office where the·
non-dealer transfer application was processed may charge a uniform
fee to be determined by the Department of Justice sufficient to
cover the costs of processing such applications.
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(e~

Nothing in this section shall prohibit individuals

wishing to transfer ,a 60ncealable firearm from entering into a
private agreement with a licensed gun dealer who may act as a
,

broker in order to

~

effectu~te

such transfer, provided that the.

provisions of this Chapter are otherwise complied with.

SECTION 24.

Section 12072.7 is added to the Penal Code

to read:

12072.7.

(a) Any person who, in knowing violation of

Sections 12072 or 12072.5, has sold or attempted to se'll five or
more concealable firearms within a five year period shall be
guilty of a felony.

There shall be a rebuttable presumption that

an individual who has sold or attempted to sell a Cbncealable
firearm has knowledge of the provisions of Sections 12072 and
12072.5.

(b)

Any person found in possession of more than five

unregistered concealable firearms in knowing violation of Section
12061 with intent to sell such firearms shall be guilty of a

felony.

There shall be a rebuttable presumption that an

individual possessing a 60ncealable firearm has knowledge of the
provisions of Section 12061, and that a person found in possesion
of more than five unregistered concealable firearms intends to
sell such firearms.
(c)

Notwithstanding any other provision of law', any

violation of ,subdivisions (a) or (b) of this Section is punishable
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by

imprisonm~nt

in the state prison for a term of not less than

one year or by imprisonment and a fine not exceeding five hundred
dollars ($500) per weapon.

-

Except as provided in subdivision (d) of this Section,
but notwithstanding any

o~her

provision of law, if-any person

convicted of a violation of subdivisions Ca) or (b) of this
Sectio3 is granted probation or the "execution or imposition of
sentence is suspended, it shall be a condition thereof that he or
she be imprisoned for at least one year.
(d) The provision of subdivision (c). shall apply except
in extraordinary cases where incarceration would result in a
manifest injustice.

The mere fact that an individual has no prior

criminal record shall not alone be sufficient to invoke the
operation of this subdivision.

If the court determines that the

exception created by this subdivision is applicable, it shall make
written findings specifying precisely the facts and circumstances
which warrant such exceptlon.

Any such determination shall be

appealable to the Court of Appeal for the district where the trial
was held.

SECTION 25 •. Section 12072.8 is added to the Penal Code
to read:

12072.8.

Any person wishing to replace a lawfully

registered concealable firearm may do so by the following
procedure:
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The individual must appear before any municipal

(at

police department or. county sheriff's office and surrender the
weapon and his corresponding,handgun registration card.

The

handgun registration card shall be mailed to the Department of ..
Justice, and the conceaiable firearm shall be destroyed in the
manner described in Section 12028 of this Chapter.
(b) Upon surrender of a concealable firearm and
corresponding handgun registration card, the police department· or
sheriff's office shall issue to the owner of said firearm three
copies of a certificate of replacement, which shall be of a type
prescribed by the Department of Justice, shall contain. informition
similar to that prescribed by Section 12060, and sha11 be- prepared
by the State Printer.
issuing agency.

The original shall be

mainta~ned

by the

Before issuance of said certificate, all

information not relating to the particular firearm
shall be completed by the issuing agency.

~o

be purchased

Each copy shall be a

different color, and shall be clearly and conspicuously marked
"Dealer Copy," "Owner Copy" and "Department Copy."
(c) If any individual presents the Dealer Copy and
Department Copy of a certificate of replacement to a licensed gun
dealer, such dealer shall telephone or otherwise contact the
police department or sheriff's office which issued said
certificate.

Upon confirmation of its validity, the dealer shall

enter the information required relating to the particular firearm
to be purchased on the Department Copy and the Dealer Copy, and
the Department Copy shall then be mailed to the Department of
Justice.

~bereafter,

the provisions of Section 12072.5 for
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processing

t~ansfer

applications shall govern the conditions and

requirements which must be satisfied prior to actual transfer of
the concealable

f~rearm.

.

(d) The Department of Justice shall determine a uniform
fee which may be charged by the police department 6r sheriff's
office sufficient to cover the costs of processing certificates of
replacement.

SECTION 26.

Sections 12073, 12074, 12075, 12076, 12077,

12078 and 12079 or the Penal Code are deleted.

SECTION 27.

Section 12080 is added to the Penal Code to

read:

12080.

Upon the death of the owner of any concealable

firearm for which a handgun registration card has been issued, the
personal represen~ative of said decedent or the person or persons
entitled by the laws of descent or devise to possession of said
firearm shall, within sixty days of the death of the owner,
register said firearm with the Department of Justice in Sacramento
pursuant to the procedures established by Section 12060 and a new
handgun registration card shall be issued to such person or
representative if he or she is qualified to possess the firearm.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 12060 or 12061,
possession of such firearm during the sixty days following the
-31-

•

death of the.owner shall not be a violation of either of such
Sections.

SECTION 28.

Section 12081 is added to the Penal Code to .

read:

12081.

No information obtained from a person under this

Chapter or retained by a person in order .to comply with any
Section of this Chapter shall be used °as evidence against such
person in any criminal

proceeding with respect to a

vjolatio~

of

this Chapter, occurring prior to or concurrently with th& filing
of the information required by this Chapter except for a violation
of Sections 12072.5(g) or 12060(d).

SECTION 29.

Section 12082 is added to the Penal Code to

read:

12082.

The Department of Justice shall take all

necessary measures to inform the public of the requirements of
this Chapter between November 3, 1982 and November 3, 1983, in
order to ensure compliance with its provisions.

Every effort

should be made to utilize the lowest cost methods available which
are consistent with the requirement of fully informing the public,
including public service announcements through the media.
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.,

SECTION 30.

If any provision of this initiative law is

found by any court to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid
under the laws

of~

this State or of the United States, such finding

shall not affect the validity of any other provision of this
initiative law.

SECTION 31.
this

in~tiative

Consistent with the purpose and intent of

law, the Legislature, by a two-thirds major.ity of

the membership of each house, may amend any of·the provisions of
th1S initiative law, excepting Section 12001.2.

-33-

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
JAMES N. ADLER
''CINALD ALLEYNE
• AYARD F. BERMAN
HOWARD L. BERMAN
PHILLIP S. BERRY
GEOFFREY COWAN
MARGOT E. FEUER
DAVID M. FIELD
ROBERT A. GREENfiELD
CARLYLE W. HALL. JR.
ELIZABETH M. HOROWITZ
ALVIN S. KAUFER
MICHAEL R. KLEIN
WESLEY MARX
GLADYS MEADI!

OWENOLPIN
JUDY ORTTUNG
VICTOR H. PALMIERI
BOB PAYSON
JOHN R. PHILLIPS
WILLIAM PRESS
BRENT N. RUSH FORTH
MICHAEL H. SHAPIRO
STANLEY K. SHEINIAUM
MARION SICILIANO
ALAN STAMM
STEWART L. UDALL
OONALD M. WESSLING
FRANCIS M. WHEAT
WERNER WOLFEN

CENTER FOR LAW
IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

TIMOTHY B flYNN
LUCAS GUTTENTAG
CARLYLE W. HALL. JR.
JOHN R. PHILLIPS
JOEL R. REYNOLDS
FREDRIC D. WOQCtiER

10951 WEST PICO BOULEVAHD
THIRD FLOOR
lOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

LEGAL STAFF

9006~

TELEPHONE: (213) 470-3000
OF COUNSEL
ROBERT BERKE
GEOFFREY COWAN

January 12, 1982
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MARSHA H. KWALWASSER

VISITING FELLOWS
MICHAEL S. GENDLER
ERIC HAVIAN
BRUCE WILLIAMSON

Mre Robert Burton .
Deputy Attorney General
555 Capitol Mall, 1350
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Burton:
The undersigned are the proponents for the
handgun control initiative submitted to your office on
December 4, 1981. Enclosed is a "clean" copy of the
initiative which incorporates verbatim the technical
amendments submitted under two letters dated December 29
and December 30, 1981. This enclosed draft is identical
in every respect, excepting such amendments, to the draft
submitted on December 4. Therefore we request that the
enclosed version be used as the "official" copy to be
transmitted to the Secretary of state after preparation
of a summary and title.
A copy of this enclosure is also being sent by
first class delivery to Mr. Deukmejian.

';:1

SincerelY

/J

~6\~

~7}L/~

Victor H. Palmieri
JRP:pmk
Enclosure

&tatl' of Qi.aUfornia

iltpartttttnt nf 31u.stU'r
~enrge ieuluttPjiun

BBS CAPITOL MALL. SUITE 3210
SACRAMENTO
921814
(IUB) 4415·885S

(PRONOUNCEO Du.u'..... Y·GIN)

!\Uoml'g ~l'nttal

January 15, 1982

John R. Phillips
Center For Law in The Public Interest
10951 West Pico Boulevard, Third Floor
Los Angeles, California 90064
RE:

Initiative Proposing Amendment to: Statutes
Subject: Guns
Our File No.: SA 81RF0034

Pursuant to your request, we have prepared a title and
summary of the chief purposes and points of the above
identified proposed initiative. The title and summary are
set forth in a letter sent to the Secretary of State, as
required by Elections Code sections 3503 and 3513. A copy
of this letter and our declaration of mailing is attached.
Please send us a copy of the petition after you have it
printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but
to supplement our file in this matter.
Very truly yours,
George Deukmejian
Attorney General

Robert Burton
Deputy Attorney General
Attachment
cc: Victor H. Palmieri

DECLARATION OF MAILING

The undersigned Declarant, states as follows:
I am over the age of 18 years and not a proponent
of the within matter; my place of employment and business
address is 555 Capitol Mall, Suite 350, Sacramento,
California 95814.
On the date shown below, I mailed a copy or copies
of the attached letter to the Honorable March Fong Eu,
Secretary of State, by placing a true copy thereof in an
envelope addressed to each proponent named below at the
address set out immediately below each name, and by sealing
and depositing said envelope or envelopes in the United
States Mail at Sacramento, California, with postage prepaid.
There is delivery service by United States Mail at each of
the places so addressed, or there is regular communication
by mail between the place of mailing and each of the places
so addressed.
Date of Mailing: January 15, 1982
Date of Attached Letter to Secretary of State: January 15, 1982
Subject:

Initiative Proposing Amendment to:
Short Title: ~uns
Our File No.: SA8lRF0034

Statutes

Name of Proponent(s) and Address(es):
John R. Phillips
Victor H. Palmieri
Center For Law in The Public Interest
10951 West Pico Boulevard, Third Floor
Los Angeles, California 90064

I declare under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.
Executed at Sacramento, California on January 15, 1982.

~.¢i~
Declarant

Office of the Secretary of State
~farch Fong Eu

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

June 3, 1982

TO: ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS/COUNTY CLERKS
FROM:

BA~~ff~s TECHNICIAN

John R. Phillips and Victor H. Palmieri, the proponents of the GUNS Initiative
have filed more than the required number of 346,119 signatures with the
counties.
Therefore, pursuant to Elections Code Section 3520(d), you must verify 500
signatures or five percent of the number of signatures filed, whichever is
the greater number. Enclosed is a set of random numbers generated for your
county. The use of these sheets will ensure that you verify the correct
number of signatures.
You have 15 days from the date you receive this notification to finish your
verification. Please certify the count of the number of valid signatures
on the enclosed certificate, and attach a blank copy of the petition section
to the certificate.
If you have any questions, please call me at the above number.

B,Jl/oj

Enclosure

Office of the Secretary of State
\farch Fang Eu

1230

J Street

Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

June 3, 1982

TO:
FROM:

ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS FOR THE COUNTIES OF LOS ANGELES,
SAN DIEGO, AND SANTA CLARA

B~*t-E~L~-4)NS TECHNICIAN

John R. Phillips and Victor H. Palmieri, the proponents of the GUNS Initiative,
have filed more than 346,119 signatures with the counties.
Therefore, pursuant to Elections Code Section 3520{d), you must verify five
percent of the number of signatures filed.
You have 15 days from the date you were notified by phone, June 2, 1982, to
finish your verification. Please certify the count of the number of valid
signatures on the enclosed certificate, and attach a blank copy of the
petition section to the certificate.
If you have any questions, please call me at the above number.

BJL/dj
Enclosure

Office of the Secretary of State
~farch Fong Eu

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

June 3, 1982

TO:
FROM:

ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS/COUNTY CLERKS

~~
~ ~...aL
BARBO: LEE, LEClfIr TECHNICIAN

John R. Phillips and Victor H. Palmieri, the proponents of the GUNS Initiative
have filed more than the required number of 346,119 signatures with the
counties.
Therefore, pursuant to Elections Code Section 3520(d), you must verify all
the signatures filed with you and certify the count of the number of valid
signatures.
You have 15 days from the date you receive this notification to finish your
verification. Please certify the count of valid signatures on the enclosed
certificate.
If you have any questions, please call me at the above number.

BJL/dj
Enclosure

Office of the Secretary of State
\fare:h Fang Eu

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

June 24, 1982

Mr. Darryl White
Secretary of the Senate
State Capitol, Room 3045
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. White:
Pursuant to Section 3523.1 of the Elections Code as added
by SB 1412 (Chapter 642, Statutes of 1980), I am hereby
transmitting to you two (2) copies of the initiative
entitled:
GUNS
Initiative Statute
This initiative has qualified for the November 2, 1982
General Election.
Sincerely,

~G~~
MFE/ds

./

Office of the Secretary of State
~1arch Fang Eu

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

June 24, 1982

Mr. James Driscoll
Office of the Chief Clerk
State Capitol, Room 3194
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Driscoll:
Pursuantto Section 3523.1 of the Elections Code as added
by SB 1412 (Chapter 642, Statutes of 1980), I am hereby
transmitting to you two (2) copies of the initiative
entitled:
GUNS
Initiative Statute
This initiative has qualified for the November 2, 1982
General Election.

f\lFE/ds

Office of the Secretary of State
March Fong Eu

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

June 24, 1982

TO ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

Pursuant to Section 3523 of the Elections Code, I hereby certify that on
June 24, 1982 the certificates received from the County Clerks or Registrars
of Voters by the Secretary of State established that the Initiative Statute,
GUNS, has been signed by the requisite number of qualified electors needed
to declare the petition sufficient. The GUNS Initiative Statute is, therefore, qualified for the November 2, 1982 General Election.
GUNS. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Adds and amends statutes concerning
ownership, registration, and sale of guns. Requires that all
concealable firearms be registered by November 2, 1983. Makes
registration information confidential. Specifies procedures
concerning sale and transfer of registered guns by dealers and
private parties. Restricts Legislature's authority to enact
laws: (1) prohibiting ownership of registered guns, (2) banning ownership or sale or requiring registration of shotguns and
long rifles. Limits number of concealable firearms to number
in circulation in California on April 30, 1983. Specifies violation penalties. Provides specified civil damage liability
upon unlawful transfer of concealable firearms. Contains other
prov1s10ns. Fiscal impact on state and local governments: The
Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance advise that the
adoption of this measure would have an undeterminable impact
on state and local finances. They estimate that there would be
undeterminable net changes in state and local administrative
costs because (a) new administrative responsibilities would be
financed by fees charged to affected handgun owners, (b) there
would be substantial annual state savings from the discontinuance of the Attorney General's gun sale registration system
but (c) there could be potentiai undeterminable increased costs
for the Attorney General to perform activities required by the
initiative; that the limit on the number of handguns, and the
restrictions on sales by governmental entities, would reduce
state and local revenues by an unknown amount; and that there
could be other undeterminable costs or savings.
Sincerely,

MFE/ds

Office of the Secretary of State
:\farch Fong En

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
( 916) 445-0820

June 24, 1982

John R. Phillips
Victor H. Palmieri
Center for Law in the Public Interest
10951 West Pico Blvd., Third floor
Los Angeles, CA 90064
Dear Mr. Phillips and Mr. Palmieri:
Pursuant to Section 3523 of the Elections Code, I hereby
certify that on June 24, 1982, the certificates received
from the County Clerks or Registrars of Voters by the
Secretary of State established that the Initiative Statute,
GUNS, has been signed by the requisite number of qualified
electors needed to declare the petition sufficient. The
Guns Initiative Statute is, therefore, qualified for the
November 2, 1982 General Election.
Sincerely,

~N~!u.
MFE/ds

EU -- p. 2

or requiring registration of shotguns and long rifles.
This is the second initiative attempt to place a gun control measure
on a statewide California ballot, but the first to qualify for a vote.
A 1976 effort failed to qualify for the ballot.
Numbers have not yet been assigned to November 2 ballot measures
because, by law, bond measures appear first, followed by constitutional
amendments from the Legislature, other legislative meascires, initiatives,
and referenda, all in the order in which they qualify within these set
categories.

Since the Legislature is considering extending its deadlines

for submitting measures until July 11, the secretary of state will decide
in the next few days whether to issue numbers now and add any further
legislative propositions to the end of the list, or whether to wait and
number all measures on July 11 if the Legislature does extend its deadline.
The committee sponsoring the Guns initiative may be reached at (213)
204-6690.

8263CD

Note:

Random sample count is based on samples from 50 of the 58 counties.

For Immediate Release
June 24, 1982

Contact:

Caren Daniels

GUNS INITIATIVE QUALIFIES FOR NuVEMBER BALLOT REPORTS EU
SACRAMENTO -- A citizen drive to change California statutes regarding
ownership, registration and sale of handguns became the fifth initiative
to qualify for the November 2 general election ballot as Secretary of
State March Fong Eu certified it today (June 24).
Based on random sample signature verifications of five percent or
500, whichever is greater per county, of the 568,867 raw signatures
submitted, the "Guns" initiative qualified with projected valid signatures of 427,474, well over the projected 380,731 needed to certify a
measure based on random sample verifications.

Had all signatures been

individually checked, the measure would have needed 346,119 registered
voter signatures.

Sponsors John Phillips of Los Angeles and Victor Palmieri of San
Francisco, have proposed to require that all concealable firearms be
registered with the state attorney general by November 2, 1983.

Registra-

tion information would be confidential under the initiative's provisions,
and registration fees could not exceed $10 per transaction.

Specific

procedures for the sale or transfer of registered firearms by dealers and
private persons and penalties for violations are defined in the proposal.
The total number of concealable firearms in California would be limited
to the number in circulation on April 30, 1983.

The initiative further

outlines specific civil damage liabilities resulting from the unlawful
transfer of handguns.
In order to

ass~age

the fears of many voters that "gun control law,

while beginning with registration, will end with confiscation," the
measure expressly prohibits the Legislature "from ever passing any laws
to take registered handguns away from law-abiding citizens."

It also

restricts legislative authority to enact laws banning ownership or

(over)

sal~

